Message

From: Nickle, Richard (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) [ran2@cdc.gov]

Sent: 10/29/2017 7:25:01 PM

To: Werner, Lora [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative Group
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=921f9f156035403fab05c142a287ccla-Lwerne02]

CC: Edge, Charles (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) [ibd7 @cdc.gov]; Markiewicz, Karl [/o=Exchangelabs/ou=Exchange Administrative
Group (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/cn=Recipients/cn=a9af7eaacbcb41d8a469eb1f11183ad6-Kmarkiew]

Subject: RE: Abstract and Website Info Ames Warehouse

I'm going to sign off for a while and run some errands. When 1 come back, Ul send the email to DTHHS
clearance.

From: Nickle, Richard (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD)

Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 2:48 PM

To: Werner, Lora S. (CDC epa.gov) <werner.lora@epa.gov>

Cc: Edge, Charles (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) <ibd7@cdc.gov>; Markiewicz, Karl (EPA) {CDC epa.gov)
<Markiewicz.Karl@epa.gov>

Subject: RE: Abstract and Website Info Ames Warehouse

Here 15 the text of the email either Charles or 1 can send to the DTHHS clearance chain including our
ADC. Please look especially close at what T did with the odors.

EPA Region 3 wants to provide a description of the health concerns when they post their environmental
data on the website. They have asked ATSDR 3 to provide language for that description. DTHHS/ERP
and ATSDR 3 has been discussing language with EPA 3 and they may post something - without
attribution to CDC/ATSDR - in order to share their data quickly. They have indicated they will modify
their webpage if we would like. Below my signature is a consensus version of the language we
developed. Please provide any comments as soon as possible.

Thanks.

Hick Nickie

Beginning shortly after the five started on October 21st, EPA and the State have been monitoring
envirgnmental conditions around the Ames Warehouse fire at Camden and Broadway in
Parkersburg. Additional air monitoring was conducted by the Center for Toxicology and
Envirenmental Health (OTEH Y working for Wood County authorities beginning the Monday
after the fire started. Because information on the contents of the warehouse has not been certain,
this air monitoring has focused on particulate matter less than 10 mircometers n diameter
{(FMI0) and less than 2.5 ruicrometers {PM2.5) to track the smoke from the fire. These
particudates are small encugh o be breathed deep 1nto the hungs and are usually a good indicator
of potential health issues. Additional measurements have been made of common breakidown
products of plasties and carbon monoxade, Carbon monexide 18 & measurement that can be used
o evaluate any fire,

The primary concern for health officials has been “spiles” of both PMIG and PM2.S. These
spilies have been above 24 hour atr quality standards for open aly for brief pentods of tme during
the day or night. Many of the spikes have occurred after midnight untd just betore dawn, usually
lasting for pertods of legs than an howr up to about 4 howrs. Then the concentrations dropped
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below the air standards. Because of wind conditions and the hilly nature of the ground around
the warchouse, it 18 not known how long these higher concentrations have asted in any given
area away from the sampling locations. Local authorities 1n consuliation with state and federal
public health and environmental officials made the recommendations 1o protect public health,
mcheding advice on sheltering in their homes and avoiding the smoke, West Virginia officials
consulted frequently with thewr counterparts in Ohio to make sure evervone 1 the arga possibly
affected by the smoke from the five were made aware of the recommendations to protect
themselves.

Smoke from any fire irritates the lungs, nose, and throat. Individuals with pre-existing
respiratory and cardiac conditions are more sensitive to the effects of the smoke from this five.
From what we have seen in the environmental data so far, once exposure to the smoke from ths
fire has stopped, any symptoms should subside fardy quickly, W any individual has symptoms
that persist, they should consult first with thewr personal doctors because your doctor knows your
personal health better than anvone else. Other professionals through the local hospitals, regional
poigon control centers, and pubilic health agencies are avatlable to vour doctor to help them
understand the effects of the smoke i order to help you

There have been strong plastics odors as well as iypiwi combiugtion odors in areas where the
smoke has been. Information on what would be causing these odors 8 not known. The public
health implications what 18 causing these odors cannot be determined untd! additional information
15 avalable, However, strong odors m air can cause symptoms i people. Some people are more
sensitive to environmental odors than others. In general, as the smells from the smoke increase,
more people will have symptome. Symptoms from odors vary based on vour 'pﬁmmai sensifivity
o the odor. Young children, the elderty, and pregnant women may be more sengitive 1o odors

than other people. In genersl, the most common symptoms from odors are headaches, nasal
congestion; eve, nose, and throat trritation, nausea, and cough. People more sensitive to odors
CAR exXperience chest tightness, shortness of breath, wheezing, heart palpitations, nauses,
drowsiness, and mental depression. These symptoms generally occur at the time of exposure and
fend o subside quickly when the odors go away, The imtensity of these symptoms depend on the
concentration of the odor in air, how often vou smell 1, and how long vou smel 1t Avoiding the
smoke and the odors when vou can should reduce vour reaction. You can learn more about
adors and their health effects at hitps://www atsdr.cdc, gov/odors/index himd

West Virginia Health and Ohio Health ininated a process called syndromic surveillance through
the tocal hospitals. Syadromie surveillance i a means of tracking signs and symptoms of
gxposure 1o smoke. From what we have learned 5o far, people in the areas potentially affected
by the smoke have done well protecting themselves following the advice from local

officials. The need for additional studies is being considered. 11t 13 determined that thereis a
need or benefit for additional studies, state and federal health agencies will work through local
authorities to conduct those studies, When additional information on the contents of the
warchouse and the air and water quality becomes available, a better appreciation of the potential
health effects of this five can be made. This additional information should help with the decision
for any additonal studies,

The health and environmental professionals working on this five will continue to work together
unti! we are confident that the community concerns are addressed.
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From: Werner, Lora S. (CDC epa.gov)
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 2:44 PM

Cc: Edge, Charles (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) <ibd? @cde.gov>; Markiewicz, Karl {EPA) (CDC epa.gov)
<Markiewics Keri@epa. gov>
Subject: Re: Abstract and Website Info Ames Warehouse

Sounds good by me - That should work.

Let me know what version you would like me to run through state local health folks and | can coordinate
that aspect.

Will discuss with EPA, Lora

Sent from my iPhone

Let me do this. will add your thing about odors and change the date. Then I'll
send it to our clearance chain. I doubt we will have any final say before
tomorrow COB at best, but at least they will get 1t first thing 1n the AM. We
probably also need to run 1t through WVDOH and ODH as well as Wood County
Health.

What EPA needs to do in the meantime using the combination of the two versions
without attribution {mavbe indicate it is a preliminary discussion} for their own
purposes 1s their decision  We can ask them to update their website when we
cross the s and dot the t's. Would that work for everyone?

From: Werner, Lora S. (CDC gpa.gov)

Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 2:03 PM

Cc: Edge, Charles (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD) <ibid7 bcde.gov>; Markiewicz, Karl (EPA)
(CDC epa.pov) <Msarkiewicr Karl@epa.gov>

Subject: Re: Abstract and Website Info Ames Warehouse

| like yours though!! But does yours need to more clearance to share though?

And AQI part of EPA blurb is a placeholder from our review of prior
instantaneous readings. Need to confirm with new spreadsheet what would be
accurate to say. | am finally at a desktop. Trying to decipher. Couple other
tweaks to their write up also needed | think.

Sent from my iPhone

On Oct 29, 2017, at 1:55 PM, Nickle, Richard (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD)
<rani @cde.gov> wrote:

U'm ok with the language. Ithink it overstates the degree of

the threat due to the transient nature of the spikes, but that
may not be a bad thing,
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From: Werner, Lora S. (CDC gpa.gov)

Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2017 1:35 PM

To: Nickle, Richard (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD)
<rani@odo.gov>; Edge, Charles (ATSDR/DTHHS/OD)
<ihd7 @ode.zov>; Markiewicz, Karl (EPA) (CDC epa.gov)
<MWarkiswice Karlepa.goe>

Subject: Fwd: Abstract and Website Info Ames
Warehouse

I am trying to revive my access to oscnet right now.
Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "Duffy, Jessica" <Dufiv. jessica@epa.gov>
Date: October 29, 2017 at 1:21:22 PM EDT

To: "schafer, joan" <schafer.ican@®@epa.gov>,
"Werner, Lora" <Werner.lora@ena.sov>

Cc: "Burns, Francis" <Burns. Fran@ena.gov>,
"Lindsey, Deborah"
<Lindsey.Deborah@ena.zov>, "Wenning,
Stephanie" <Wanning. Stephanie@epa.gov>,
"Linden, Melissa" <linden.melisza@epa.goy>,
"Wagner, Christine"

<Wagner. Christine@epa.gov>, "Gross, Bonnie"
<Gross. bonnisfiepa.goy>

Subject: Abstract and Website Info

Joan,

I've attached the narrative we worked on
together for the website abstract. Please
remember to note that the data associated with
ASPECT imagery, AreaRae monitoring, and VOC
sampling with summa canisters is planning to
be presented at a later date.

The link to the website is
reanonse eoa cov/AmesWarehouseFine

Please remind HQ folks that they will need 1o be
logged into response.epa.gov to access this site
since i is set to private. They can emall

ERT Suppori@epa gov or call 1-800-298-8990
to get an account set up. ERT Support is siaffed
24-hrs a day, but keep in mind, they are
currently probably busy with hurricane response
stuff so they may not answer immediately.

Lora,
Please note that the section you drafted for us
at the end of the abstract has changed a bit. Let
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us know if you have any issues with the changes
that were made.

Thank you,
Jessica Duffy

Emergency Planner

USEPA Region 3

HSCD - Office of Preparedness and Response
1650 Arch Street (3HS33)

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Office: 215-814-3212

Cell: 267-666-9251

duffy ias Eepa.goy
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